SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2

27th Annual Christmas Jubilee & Parade
of Lights

@ Downtown Woodstock

Parade — Tree Lighting — Festival

Time: 5:30 pmto 9pm

woodstockga.gov

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3

Christkindl Market and Festival

@ Woodstock Arts Event Green

Local makers and artists for holiday
shopping along with food, activities, Christmas
movies, and the classic German Christkindl mugs!

open late and restaurants ready to
servel

Time:6-9pm

cantonga.gov

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

36th Annual Canton Optimist Club
Merry Market & Canton Christmas
Parade

@ Downtown Canton

A fun afternoon of shopping, visits with
Santa, live entertainment, arts & crafts,
food and more! Once the market ends,
the Canton Christmas Parade begins at

el

R.T. JONES MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS

TEEN PIZZA MANIA
November 1, 6:00 PM

TABLETOP RPG: PATHFINDER
November 6, 5:30 PM

FAMILY STORYTIME!
November 7 & 14, 10:30 AM

POP-UP LIBRARY & STORYTIME

Time: 10am -6 pm 6 pm.
Cost: Free Time:2-6 pm
woodstockarts.org cantonga.gov

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8

Supper with Santa

@ The Hickory Flat Gym

Girls and boys get time with Santa, a
delicious meal, music and holiday crafts!

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 & SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 9

The Gift of the Magi

@ Woodstock High School

Time:@ 6 -8 pm (5 - 6 pm reserved for sensory- ~ Theatre

friendly) Time: 7 pmon 12/8 and 2 pm on 12/9
Cost: $25 per person Cost: 55

playcherokee.org

DECEMBER8,9,10, 15,16 & 17
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 A Christmas Carol
Christmas in Canton
@ Downtown Canton
Activities will include a visit with Santa,

petting zoo, face painting, balloon artist,

Theater Company
@ Downtown Canton Theatre

s'mores station, inflatables, decorated Saturdays & Sundays)
cookie station, make and take crafts, Cost: $45- 554
Christmas Pete and more!l Shops will be cherokeetheater.org

Il ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
Don’t (Not) Touch the Art!

BY MIRANDA WILEY
Tamara Deane McElhannon has a passion for
connecting people with creativity. She finds that
“ "l the most rewarding aspect of being creative is
i “the exploration of imagination.
Tamara moved to Canton from Atlanta in 2022 to
be closer to family. She has enjoyed a long career
in graphic design, commercial illustration, and
fine arts. Currently, she is an instructor at Reinardt
College teaching classes such as Intro to Drawing,
e8| ArtHistory, and Acrylic Painting while continuing
. freelance work in graphic design.
Drawing and painting as a child, she became
obsessed with figuring out how and why
things looked different when the light changed
or with distance, and then how to draw them. As a result, her focus was on
representational art and the technigue behind making it come to life. After years
of painting realistically, she wanted to explore abstraction. Figuring out where
to start, she painted a few unsuccessful pieces and would always revert to her
comfort zone.
Tamara’s breakthrough in abstraction came last year after attending an airbrush
painting workshop which she found to be “fun and freeing! She was gifted a
few wooden circles and encouraged to paint on them, quickly finding herself
in a state of “flow”- mixing and layering shapes and colors. From there, she was
inspired to create her latest work which takes on an interactive flair. By moving a
series of wooden disks that are magnetized to be movable on a glass backboard
covered with paper, she invites the viewer to become part of the creative
process and “take over as the artist, creating something that they can call their
own!Tamara typically provides a few curated designs so that the owner can
re-create them. But compositions can change daily - or as often as desired - as

i

i

By Je

nnifer Boxley Photography

Presented by Woodstock High School

Presented by Kudzu Players & Cherokee

Time: @ 8 pm (also 2:30 pm showings on

November 7, 10:00 AM
@ J. B. Owens Park

BUILD A BEAVER DAM STEM NIGHT WITH
UPPER ETOWAH RIVER ALLIANCE!
November 8, 5:00 PM

ADULT ECLECTIC BOOK CLUB
November 13, 6:00 PM

CRAFTERS’ CLUB
November 17, 11:00 AM

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS
November 18, 2:00 PM

DROP-IN-GENEALOGY
November 19, 2:00 PM

PASSPORT TO EMPLOYMENT
November 29, 12:30 PM

Photos courtesy of Tamara McElhannon

the imagery applied to the movable pieces is abstract. Tamara utilizes spray
paint, acrylic paint, and airbrush paint with a layering technique of organic

and geometric shapes in a free-form design creating something energetic and
exciting.

Although interactive fine art is not new, Tamara’s goal is to make beautiful,
easy, and accessible paintings. Her desire is to break the myth of “don’t touch
the art/and instead encourage the viewer to walk up, touch and engage with
the artwork while re-imagining it into unique creations that they can call their
own. And with the advancement of artificial intelligence, not everyone wants
to consume art digitally. Tamara shares, “Tactile pieces that can be touched and
held give us a physical experience that connects the viewer more intimately
with the artwork! She continues, “There is plenty of room for this idea to evolve,
and | look forward to lots of co-creating on future projects”

For more information or to contact Tamara, please visit tamaradeane.com.build
relationships with and educate the community to care for families in need.
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